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political evolution was the triumph of responsible or cabinet
government in the middle of the nineteenth century, which
to the Tories of the time appeared as a catastrophe, but
which was in the logical course of evolution towards a
further assimilation of colonial institutions to those of Great
Britain. There was no bitter struggle for the extension of
electoral rights. Almost from the genesis of representative
legislatures in the Canadian colonies, the franchise had
rested on a liberal property basis, and in a country of
abundant land a large number of citizens possessed the
required qualification. Here no less than in the United
States there was what de Tocqueville called "the equality
of condition." Such conflict as broke through the surface
of the existing social order was without revolutionary
spasms, except in* the rebellion of 1837. The sharpest
tensions were generated in the French community where
cultural and political traditions were less favourable to
democracy,4 where a clearer break was made with a semi-
feudal past, and where democratic claims were fused with
those of local nationalism. But the guidance of such sage
and skilful leaders as Lafontaine, Cartier, and Laurier
effected a transition with only moderate irritations. Apt
today is the remark of Andrd Siegfried that "the French-
Canadians are democratic, but in the Anglo-Saxon manner/'
In the neighbouring republic, the constitution as a single
written document has been from the outset the ark of the
covenant, the sign and seal of the state, whereby civil and
political order is preserved. Its very creation was a break
with the past, and it has been cherished as the major symbol
of the nation. But in Canada the constitution has never
been viewed in such a light, because in many significant
features it is much older than the British North America
Act. It is grounded deep in British law, precedent, and
convention, and has assimilated the miscellaneous elements
of the British constitution. Similarly there is less formal
emphasis in Canada upon the ideological foundations of
the democracy, upon the equality of all men and their
inalienable rights to freedom, justice, and opportunity. In
the United States this creed was written into the Declaration